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	date
	incident
	supplementary information

	1955
	The dugong was designated a natural monument by the Government of the Ryukyus.
	“The Government of the Ryukyus” was one of the names used to refer to the autonomous body which existed formally under US occupation until Okinawa was returned to Japan in 1972. 

	1972　５
	Okinawa was restored to Japan, and the dugong was listed as a natural monument designated by the Japanese government.
	

	1993
	Fisheries Agency prohibited dugong hunting by Fisheries Resource Protection Law.
	In waters between 30N to 30S.

	1995
	The international “Mermaid Symposium” on sirenians was held at the Toba Aquarium in Mie prefecture.
	In this symposium, the number of existing dugong in the world was reported to be more than 100,000.

	1996　１２
	SACO (Special Action Committee on Okinawa) issues a plan for the reorganization of US bases in Okinawa, recommending the return of the Futenma base to Japan.
	In November, 1995, SACO was mandated, for one year, to discuss the reduction and reorganisation of US military bases in Okinawa under the Japan-US Security Consultative Committee (“Two-plus-Two”).  

	1997　１２
	Mayor Higa of  Nago city announced formally that Nago city intended to accept an offshore heliport as a replacement facility for Futenma Air Station. 
	

	1997　９
	Japanese dugongs were classified as “critically endangered” by the “Red Data Book - Japanese mammals” (edited by the Japanese Society of Mammalogists)
	

	1998　１
	Footage of wild dugong was taken off Henoko (in Nago city) and broadcast for the first time, by the Nago branch of Nippon TV.

備考：(Nippon Television Network Corporation.)
	Due to a lack of recent sightings, the dugong was believed in some quarters to be extinct.

	1998　２
	Okinawa Governor Mr O-ta declared his rejection of plans for an offshore heliport.
	

	1998　１１
	Mr. Keiichi Inamine elected Governor of Okinawa.。
	

	1999　１１
	Governor Inamine, declared that an offshore are at Henoko, Nago city around Camp Schwab, was designated to replace the Futenma Air Station.
	The seagrass beds at Henoko are the largest in Okinawa and must be considered a vital feeding ground for dugong. Therefore, the movement of conserving dugong in Okinawa cannot be separated from the anti-US air station movement in Henoko. 

	1999　１２
	Mayor Kishimoto of Nago city declared his acceptance of an offshore heliport near Camp Schwab in Henoko. Government policy regarding the replacement of the Futenma Air Station was settled in cabinet.
	

	2000　４
	 “Rights of Nature Symposium, 2000-Is it possible for the dugong in Okinawa to survive?” was held in Tokyo, Kyoto and Okinawa,.
	

	2000　１０
	At the 2nd session of the World Conservation Congress in Jordan the IUCN submitted a “Draft Resolution on Conservation of Dugongs around the Okinawa Island”, calling on Japan to protect the dugong around Okinawa.
	IUCN: International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources

	2002　２
	 UNEP issued a report that the world population of dugong has been decreasing rapidly. It also warned that, without taking measures for protecting dugong, the dugong in Okinawa would soon become extinct.
	UNEP : United Nations Environment Program

	2002　７
	The Japanese government, Okinawa prefecture and Nago city reached agreement on a proposal to replace Futenma Air Station with a joint military and civilian airfield on a reef off Henoko, Nago city. 
	

	2002　１０
	A dugong was released after being accidentally captured in a fish trap in Oniki Bay, Ushibuka city, Kumamoto.
	Since the northern limit of dugong habitat is generally held to be the Amami Archipelago, Kagoshima, this must be considered a straggler.



	2003
	Dugong hunting was prohibited by amended Wildlife Protection Law.
	

	2003　９
	Seeking appropriate protection for dugong in Okinawa, Japanese and US conservation groups, including the dugong as one of the plaintiffs, filed a lawsuit against the US Department of Defense and Secretary of Defense, D. Rumsfeld.  This is known as the “Dugong Lawsuit” or “Rights of Nature Lawsuit”. 
	The issues at stake are:1) whether constructing a new Air Station in the coastal area of Henoko is a federal undertaking, and2) whether the impact of construction on the Okinawan dugong falls under the US “National Historic Preservation Act” [NHPA], which provides that “a property which is on the World Heritage List or on the applicable country’s equivalent of the National Register” should be taken into account.    

	2004　４
	Attempts by the Naha Defense Facilities Agency to forcibly carry out a drilling survey in Henoko Bay led to scuffles with local people opposed to the plan. A sit-in was held outside the NDFA office at Henoko port.  
	A sit-in protesting the construction of Henoko Air Station has been under way since Mayor Higa's announcement of the plan in 1997. Reaction to the NDFA's attempted drilling survey prompted nationwide support of the sit-in which continues today. (2006).  

	2004　４
	A dugong was accidentally captured in the large shore net fixed offshore Toya fish port, in Yomitan-son.
	Few dugongs have been sighted on the west coast of Okinawa.

	2004　８
	The 1st session of oral pleading of “Rights of Nature Lawsuit” commenced in US District Court in San Francisco. 
	

	2004　１１
	IUCN repeated its recommendation of 2000 to the US and Japanese governments for protecting dugong.
	It is exceptional for the IUCN to repeat a recommendation.

	2004　１２
	Japan Environmental Agency issued a synopsis of the comprehensive survey (2001~3) regarding dugong and sea grass beds.
	

	2005　１０
	In the midterm report, from the Japan-US Security Consultative Committee (Two-plus-Two) regarding US Air station realignment, an agreement was reached that a landfill and a part of Camp Schwab in Nago city was designated to replace the Futenma Air Station.  
	

	2005　１１
	The revised edition of the "Okinawa Red Data Book (Animals) upgrades the dugong to Class IA (CR) (Critical)
	In the first edition, dugong was not listed.

	2006　４
	Nago mayor, Mr Shimabukuro, agreed to the construction of a V-shaped double landing strip on the coast of Camp Schwab, in Henoko. This new plan is known as the “New Coast Plan”. 
	According to a public opinion survey conducted by Ryukyushimpo and Okinawa TV, 26.8 % people accepted this new plan, but 70.8 % did not.


※　　　 ･･･ issues about social environment regarding dugong in Okinawa  　　※　　　･･･issues about US Air Station regarding dugong and its habitat in Okinawa
